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WATER SUPPLY, SANITATION AND HEALTH WITHIN IWRM 

Questions / Issues to Discuss
1. What are the diseases directly and indirectly associated with water and what criteria should apply in deciding to consider them or not in IWRM ?

2. What are the national and river basin capacity needs to ensure effective incorporation of HIA in water resources development planning ?

3. What can be done to enhance training in environmental management for health protection and promotion in the formation of those who will be responsible for IWRM ?

Water Supply and Sanitation Background

WHO

Drinking water supply and sanitation have been well-enshrined in the WHO Constitution for over 50 years.  The last five years, however, the scope and focus of the WHO Water, Sanitation and Health Program have crystallized around expanded issues and within new boundaries, following a period of a less clearly defined remit and rather nebulous goals. 

The current WSH Program vision has re-defined this role along the lines of the organizations comparative advantages, to include the following aspects:

· a focus on the water-health links in terms of their nature, options for interventions and socio-economic dimensions

· a comprehensive concept of water and health issues, looking at all health aspects of water resources development and management, and of the various water uses, including drinking water supply and sanitation, irrigation and drainage, energy generation, waste water use and aquaculture

· a shift from the technical to the economic aspects of water supply and sanitation as key health interventions, in particular their cost-effectiveness compared to alternative interventions

· establishment of greater coherence between the normative, operational, technical cooperation and capacity building functions of the Organization in the field of water and health

WSSCC

The Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council is an international organization that enhances collaboration in the water supply and sanitation sector, specifically in order to attain universal coverage of water and sanitation services for poor people around the world.  WSSCC is a cross between a professional association and an international NGO.  It operates under mandate from the United National General Assembly.

The mission of the Council is "to accelerate the achievement of sustainable water, sanitation and waste management services to all people, with special attention to the unserved poor, by enhancing collaboration among developing countries and external support agencies and through concerted action program". (WSSCC, 2003, - modified from: http://www.wsscc.org/load.cfm?edit_id=34)

Where IWRM Fits – The Health Impact Assessment:

Integrated Water Resources Management facilitates the incorporation of cross-cutting issues such as health.  In particular:

· it provides a context for an effective Health Impact Assessment (HIA) of different options for water resources development and of different management options once a water resources project becomes operational

· it allows the introduction of water management practices and procedures that will support health safeguards or will mitigate potential risks of water-associated health problems

· it promotes the application of water quality norms and standards within the natural boundaries of river basins, rather than in delineated by the administrative boundaries of local government which tend not to be congruent with those of river basins

· using Burden of Disease estimates expressed in Disability-Adjusted Life Years (DALYs), it permits the mainstreaming of health economics into the broad economic evaluation framework of IWRM

· it is conducive to the analysis of water development and management policies and decision-making criteria, and the introduction of health issues into the policy frameworks of public sectors dealing with water resources management and water use.

Capacity Building

To achieve the above development and implementation of heath and sanitation perspectives, new capacity building efforts will be required.  The promotion of HIA of water resources development not only needs an enabling policy environment, but also the capacity of all actors to understand the basic principles of water-health links and the skills to engage in intersectoral negotiation and decision-making.  Hydraulic engineers and other water management specialists must understand the nature of water-health links to be able to consider options in IWRM that pose minimal health risks or even promote health.  The capacity to monitor water and health indicators in a compatible and integrated way will provide the evidence base for joint, informed decision-making.  And, finally, both health and IWRM professionals need to be made familiar with each other’s economic evaluation methods to ensure maximum efficiency in deploying health safeguards and seizing health opportunities in IWRM.
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